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21 KEY ARBITRATION DEVELOPMENTS FROM 2020

21. Diversity and green 
initiatives celebrated
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Climate change and calls for greater diversity
have given rise to an increasing number of
initiatives to:

• Minimise the impact of arbitration practice
on the environment

• Achieve greater gender equality in arbitral
tribunals

• Increase visibility of under-represented
minorities
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The environment received greater attention.

Lucy Greenwood’s “Green Pledge” campaign
was rewarded with the 2020 GAR Award for
Best Development.

It aims at reducing the carbon footprint of
arbitration practitioners in particular by:

• avoiding printing
• avoiding unnecessary travel
• using videoconferences as an alternative

when appropriate
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Special attention was given to gender equality:

• The Diversity Task Force of the International
Council for Commercial Arbitration released
a report in July 2020, revealing the number
of women arbitrators appointed had risen
from 12.2% in 2015 to 21.3% in 2019.

• The LCIA won the 2020 ERA Pledge GAR
Award with the highest percentage of
female arbitrators appointments: 43% in
2018 and 48% in 2019.
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Similar initiatives extended to ethnicity and age:

• The Chartered Institute of Arbitrators has
announced the development of a new strategy to
promote under-represented or disadvantaged
groups.

• The Racial Equality for Arbitration Lawyers group
was launched in 2020, to address issues of
systemic discrimination and implicit bias.

• A list of 123 African American arbitrators was
published in 2020 as a direct response to the
perceived lack of African American arbitrators.
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