INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION UPDATE

International arbitration statistics
from 2020
Trends and Indications
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Most of the leading arbitration institutions have now
published their statistics for 2020, though the ICC’s full
report is still to come.
The statistics reveal a gradual year-on-year increase in
arbitration filings, save for Singapore which recorded a
significant leap.
The following slides set out some key statistics, as well
as notable trends from the 2020 figures.
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Theme 1: Industry Sectors
LCIA
- Three leading sectors in 2020 were: 26% Energy and Resources, 22%
Transport and Commodities, 20% Banking and Finance.
- Transport and commodities (which accounted for 15% of cases in
2019) increased to 22% in 2020 (hinting a potential Covid-related
increase in disputes in these sectors).
- Banking and finance cases fell from 32% in 2019 to 20% in 2020
though the LCIA has noted this reflects the filing of 41 related
arbitrations in this sector in 2019.
ICC
- The ICC is yet to publish its 2020 report.
- It will be interesting to see whether the 2019 statistic of
construction/engineering and energy arbitrations accounting for
40% of the ICC caseload continues despite the pandemic.
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SIAC
- Trade: 64% of cases in 2020, a significant increase from 21% in 2019.
- Commercial disputes: 8% of cases in 2020, a decrease from 16% in
2019.
- Corporate disputes: 7% of cases in 2020, a decrease from 29% in
2019. Perhaps indicating less in-fighting during the pandemic?
- Construction made up 4% of cases in 2020, a decrease from 16% in
2019.
SCC
- Service agreements comprised 26% of SCC cases in 2020, making it
the largest sector, an increase from 18% in 2019.
- Delivery agreements made up 21% of cases in 2020, a decrease from
24% in 2019.
- Business acquisitions made up 15% of cases in 2020, which matched
the percentage reported in 2019.
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Theme 2: Expedited Arbitrations
The leading institutions publish varying degrees of detail about
expedited arbitrations. Largely, the common theme of year-on-year
increases in caseloads is also reflected in expedited arbitrations.
LCIA
2020: 13 applications, 11 rejected, 1
granted, 1 superseded
2019: 10 applications, 2 granted, 6
rejected, 2 superseded
2018: 23 applications, 8 granted, 9
rejected, 6 superseded withdrawn or
pending

SCC
2020: 67 applications
2019: 52 applications
2018: 52 applications

ICC
2020: Not yet reported
2019: 50 requests, 21 agreed to by the
other party
2018: 96 requests, 22 agreed to by the
other party

SIAC
2020: 88 applications, 37 accepted
2019: 61 applications, 32 accepted
2018: 59 applications, 32 accepted
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Theme 3: Challenges
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The 2020 statistics confirm the low rate of challenges and the even
lower rate of successful challenges. Even in ICC arbitrations, where in
2019 there were 52 challenges, only 6 were successful.
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Theme 4: Gender diversity

Appointments of female arbitrators rose across the board
with the LCIA leading the way both in numbers and
transparency:
LCIA: 33% of arbitrators were female (up from 29% in 2019).
Where the LCIA was tasked with appointing an arbitrator, it
appointed a female arbitrator in 45% of instances. Coarbitrators appointed female arbitrators on 32% of
occasions. Party-appointments have some way to go with
only 22% of appointments being female.
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SIAC: Of the 143 arbitrators appointed by SIAC, 46 (32.2%)
were female.
HKIAC: Of the 149 arbitrator appointments by HKIAC in
2020, 34 (22.8%) were of female arbitrators, continuing the
upward trend from 17.6% in 201 and 20.5% in 2019.
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Sources
LCIA 2020 Annual Casework Report: bit.ly/LCIA2020Report
SIAC 2020 Annual Report: bit.ly/SIAC2020AnnualReport
HKIAC: bit.ly/HKIACstatistics
SCC: bit.ly/SCC2020stats
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