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This year’s report covers all alerts notified throughout 2021 as well as the follow-up measures taken by national authorities.  While products 
related to the Covid-19 pandemic still represent one of the most frequent categories of products notified, for the very first time, cars are 
at the top of the list, closely followed by toys. 

The alerts coming from the French authorities follow the European trend for motor vehicles, but the second most frequent product 
category is jewellery, representing 20% of products notified.

In the motor vehicles category, most recalls were organised due to the detection of technical problems, whereas for toys, the issues related 
to the presence of dangerous chemicals, such as button batteries. 

A few figures

2,142 alerts were notified in the system corresponding to measures taken against dangerous products.  This figure is in line with the trend 
observed over the past 5 years in spite of the exit of the UK from the European Union.

For the very first time, motor vehicles top the list of product categories, very closely followed by toys:

Safety Gate: the EU’s annual report 
reveals the new products that are top of 
the list of potential hazardous products

On 25 April 2022, the European Commission published its annual report on the Safety Gate, the rapid 
alert system for consumer products and products for professional use excluding pharmaceuticals, 
medical devices, food and feed, used by 30 participating countries (27 EU countries as well as Iceland, 
Liechtenstein and Norway).

The five most frequent product categories in Safety Gate alerts in 2021:
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https://ec.europa.eu/safety-gate/#/screen/home
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As for the types of risks concerned by the alerts, they actually correspond to the categories of products notified, with personal injuries and 
chemical risks representing the major identified risks:

What next?

On 30 June 2021, the European Commission presented a proposal 
for a new General Product Safety Regulation aiming at replacing 
the current General Product Safety Directive.  The purpose of this 
evolution is to modernise the general framework for the safety 
of non-food consumer products and ensure that all products and 
risks that are not otherwise specifically regulated by EU legislation 
remain safe.

At the international level, the European Commission has launched 
informal discussions with the United States’ Consumer Product 
Safety Commission covering the growth of e-commerce, expansion 
of new technologies, globalisation of production and retail sales and 
specific needs of vulnerable consumer groups.  These discussions 
aim at strengthening the cooperation that already exists between 
the EU and the US.

Finally, with the steady increase of online sales, along with the 
publication of its report, the European Commission also announced 
the launch of a new e-surveillance tool, “web crawler”, which will 
help national authorities trace online offers of dangerous products 
notified via the Safety Gate.  The tool will allow authorities to 
identify and automatically list online offers of dangerous products, 
hence allowing them to track down and enjoin providers to 
withdraw the offers. 

The Safety Gate is accessible to all, and companies and individuals 
can subscribe (in any EU language) to receive, on a weekly basis, the 
latest reports of alerts.  Businesses should think about subscribing 
to this tool to make sure that they are always up-to-date on 
what is happening throughout the EU regarding their products or 
categories of products.

The five most frequent types of risk in Safety Gate alerts in 2021:
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The 2,142 alerts in the system led to 4,965 follow-up measures notified on Safety Gate.  In 80% of these follow-up measures, the national 
authorities took additional measures compared to the initial alert, hence showing that the participating countries use the Safety Gate to go 
even further in their fight against dangerous products.


